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SCHOOL WHEELBARROW COMPETITION RETURNS TO BBC GARDENERS’ 

WORLD LIVE WITH COMMONWEALTH THEME 

 

 
Previous Wheelbarrow Competition Entry  

 
Returning to BBC Gardeners’ World Live, the School Wheelbarrow competition will 
be celebrating the arrival of the Commonwealth Games to Birmingham, with the 
theme ‘Commonwealth Countries in a Barrow!’ 
 
Featuring Midlands-based schools from infant up to secondary school level, the competition 
encourages gardeners big and small to show off their creative flair and have their final 
creations on display at BBC Gardeners’ World Live, set to be enjoyed by tens of thousands 
of visitors. 
 
The four-day BBC Gardeners’ World Live event – which will take place from 16-19 June 
at the NEC - is an inspirational day out for all gardening enthusiasts of all ages! Filled with 
beautiful Show Gardens, on-stage demos, live entertainment, shopping and appearances from 
the UK’s favourite TV gardening presenters, there’s no better place to showcase the talents 
of the Midlands’ green-fingered children. 
 
Schools participating in the competition have each chosen one Commonwealth country to 
represent in their wheelbarrows, drawing inspiration from the local flora and fauna, garden 
styles, national heritage, cuisine and culture. With 46 schools taking place covering 
Commonwealth countries such as India, Kenya and the United Kingdom, the competition is 
set to be a highlight of the show! A number of the schools are part of the Health For Life 
initiative supported by The Conservation Volunteers. 
 

https://www.bbcgardenersworldlive.com/


 
 

The Oaks Primary School, based in Druids Heath, will enter the competition with a United 
Kingdom-themed wheelbarrow. The participating year 2 class has chosen to create a Great 
British garden to not only to celebrate the joy of an English country garden, but to put their 
science plants topic into practice, show their support for the Commonwealth Games and mark 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. The wheelbarrow will be planted in the United 
Kingdom colours and will pay homage to the great British tradition of afternoon tea, growing 
traditional sandwich fillers and strawberries for a strawberries and cream dessert. 
 
Elsewhere, children from Somerville Primary School in Small Heath are celebrating the 
diversity in their school with a Bangladesh-themed wheelbarrow. With pupils from an array of 
cultural and ethnic backgrounds, the school chose Bangladesh as their Commonwealth country 
of choice and spoke with pupil’s relatives to plan their creation which celebrates the 
Bangladeshi culture.  
 
This year, city-centre based Thornton Primary School will enter a Jamaica-themed 
wheelbarrow which includes plants and vegetables that represent the colours of the Jamaican 
flag, while incorporating vegetables used in Jamaican cuisine. 
 
Lucy Tremlett, Horticultural Show Manager at BBC Gardeners’ World Live, said: 
 
“BBC Gardeners’ World Live is a wonderful opportunity for like-minded gardening enthusiasts 
to come together and celebrate the wonders of plants and the natural world – no matter how 
young or old.  
 
We’re delighted that the much-loved wheelbarrow competition will return this year celebrating 
the Commonwealth theme, which ties in perfectly with the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and 
the Commonwealth Games, which arrives in Birmingham this Summer.” 
 
With lots of family fun to be had, there is plenty of child-friendly activities throughout the 
show to keep the little ones entertained including Plant Photography, where children can make 
their very own plant photos using turmeric and sunlight and also the chance for meet some 
chickens. Tickets are available in advance, or on the door, and kids go free on Sunday 19 
June, making it a great Father’s Day treat for the whole family. 

 
Turmeric Plant Photography  

 
For more information and to book tickets to BBC Gardeners’ World Live, please visit 
www.bbcgardenersworldlive.com  
 

http://www.bbcgardenersworldlive.com/
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Marie Larner  Marie@rewiredpr.com 
Laura Whitehead Laura@rewiredpr.com  
 

Notes to editors:  

BBC Gardeners’ World Live takes place from Thursday 16th June- Sunday 19th June at 
Birmingham’s NEC. Standard adult tickets start from £26 per day, children tickets are £13 
for ages 6-17 years old, with under 5’s free every day. ‘Kids go Free’ all day on Sunday 19th 
June. 
 
A full list of schools taking part in the Commonwealth Countries in a Barrow competition, 
can be found below –  

• Annie Lennard Primary School – New Zealand 
• Balsall Common Primary School – Anguilla 
• Barford Primary – Nigeria 
• Bishop Challoner Catholic School – Northern Ireland 
• Blossomfield Infant and Nursery – England 
• Colmore Junior School – India 
• Damson Wood Nursery and Infant School – Canada 

• Delapre Primary School – Wales 
• Dickens Heath Primary School – England 
• Doxey Primary School – India 
• Fordbridge Community Primary School – Cyprus 
• Halesbury School – Cyprus 
• Haslucks Green Junior School – India 
• Highfield J and I School – India 
• Hillstone Primary School – India 
• King Solomon International Business School – Primary – Montserrat 
• King Solomon International Business School – Secondary – Jamaica 
• Langley Secondary School – New Zealand 

• Light Hall School – Australia 
• Lyndon Green Junior School – Britain 
• Mappleborough Green C of E Primary School – South Africa 
• Merstone School – Canada 
• Monkspath J+I School – Kenya 
• Northfield Manor Primary Academy – India 
• Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Primary School – Kiribati 
• Paget Primary School – Saint Lucia 
• Pegasus School – Ghana 
• Pinfold Street Primary School – India 
• Reynalds Cross Special School – India 

• Shirley Heath Junior School – India 
• Somerville Primary – Bangladesh 
• Solihull Prep School – South Africa 
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• Southam College School – India 
• St Josephs Catholic Primary School – Canada 
• St Margarets – India 
• St Marys of the Angels – South Africa 
• St Patricks Church of England Primary Academy – India 
• The Earls High School – Zambia 
• The Oaks Primary School – United Kindgom 

• Thornton Primary School – Jamaica 
• Tudor Grange Primary Academy Yew Tree – India 
• Victoria School – India 
• Wheelers Lane Technology College – England 
• Widney Junior School – Jamaica 
• Woodlands Infant School – New Zealand 
• Yorkswood Primary school – United Kindgom 

 
Find out more and book tickets at bbcgardenersworldlive.com. Details correct at time of 
print. 
 
In the event that either BBC Gardeners' World Live is postponed, cancelled or Immediate 
Live (the trading name of Upper Street Events Ltd & River Street Events Ltd) deem it unsafe 
to run the event in light of UK Government and Public Health England guidelines regarding 
Covid-19, visitors will be contacted directly with regards to transferring their booking to a 
future date or requesting a refund. Refunds exclude the transaction fee.  
 
BBC Gardeners’ World Live is organised and presented by Immediate Live (the trading name 
of River Street Events Ltd). The Gardeners’ World logo is a trademark of BBC. © BBC.   
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